[A case of heterochrony and ectopic recurrence of a gastric signet ring cell carcinoma following partial gastrectomy].
A 53-year-old woman was referred to our hospital with a round, discolored lesion measuring 4mm in diameter that was identified as a minute gastric signet ring cell carcinoma. According to the Japanese classification of gastric carcinoma, it was graded as type 0-IIb. Seven years back, the woman had undergone pylorus-side gastrectomy for a small signet ring cell carcinoma, and the present lesion was assumed to result from heterochrony and ectopic recurrence. Endoscopic submucosal dissection was performed for the minute lesion. Clinicopathological findings revealed gastric mucosal cancer without invading lymph vessels or veins, similar to the previous lesion. We therefore report two very rare lesions in the same case. This case report demonstrates the importance of performing regular follow-up gastroduodenoscopy to detect recurrence in patients with these lesions.